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Malcolm Scott Carpenter, a Lieutenant Commander in 
the United States Navy and one of the seven Project 
Mercury astronauts, became the second American to orbit 
the earth May 24, 1962. 

He was born May 1, 1925, in Boulder, Colo. The 37- 
year-old Carpenter is 5-feet, 1014-inches tall and weighs 
155 pounds. He has brown hair and green eyes. 

He attended primary and secondary schools in Boulder, 
then entered Colorado College in 1943 to participate in 
the V-5 flight training program sponsored by the Navy. 

After a year there, he spent 6 months in training at St. 
Mary’s Pre-Flight School, Moraga, Calif., and 4 months 
in primary flight training at Ottumwa, Iowa. When the 
V-5 program ended at the close of World War II, Car- 
penter enrolled at the University of Colorado where he 
majored in aeronautical engineering. 

He left college in 1949, needing only a course in heat 
transfer for his degree, and entered the Navy. Carpenter 
received ,flight training at Pensacola, Fla., and Corpus 
Christi, Tex., from November 1949 until April 1951. He 
subsequently spent 3 months at the Fleet Airborne Elec- 
tronics Training School at San Diego, Calif., then was in 
a Lockheed P2V transitional training unit at Whidbey 
Island, Wash., until October of that year. 

In November 1951 he was assigned to Patrol Squadron 
6 based at Barbers Point, Hawaï. During the Korean 
conflict, he was with that squadron, engaged in antisub- 
marine patrol, shipping surveillance and aerial mining 
activities in the Yellow Sea, South China Sea, and the 
Formosa Straits. 

Carpenter entered the Navy Test Pilot School at the 
Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River, Md., in 1954. 


After completion of his training, he was assigned to the 
Electronics Test Division at the Training Center. 

In this assignment, he conducted flight-test projects 
with the A3D, F1IF, and F9OF, and assisted in other flight- 
test programs. 

He attended the Navy’s General Line School at Monte- 
rey, Calif., for 10 months and the Naval Air Intelligence 
School in Washington, D.C., for an additional 8 months. 
In August 1958, he was assigned to the USS Hornet, anti- 
submarine aircraît carrier, as Air Intelligence Officer. He 
has accumulated more than 2,900 flying hours, including 
more than 400 in jet aircraft. 


In April 1959, he was selected as a Project Mercury 
astronaut following an intense screening and processing 
program by National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion officials. Carpenter was one of the seven who dem- 
onstrated the most outstanding professional background 
and knowledge in relationship to the anticipated job 
requirements. 

In all, more than 500 records were screened and 110 
Navy, Air Force, Army and Marine pilots who had grad- 
uated from test pilot school met the seven basic require- 
ments which had been set up. Those requirements were: 
age—less than 40, height—less than 5-feet, 1l-inches, ex- 
cellent physical condition, bachelor’s degree (or equiv- 
alent), graduate of test pilot school, 1,500 hours flying 
time, and qualified jet pilot. 

Following his space flight and his subsequent debriefing 
at Grand Turk Island, Carpenter returned to Patrick Air 
Force Base at Cocoa Beach, Fla., and was faced with a 
round of honor-receiving ceremonies. 
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À FAMILY PORTRAIT shows Jay, Kristen, and 
Candance in front, and Rene and Scott in the 
rear on the page at the left. Above, and to the 
right, are interesting studies of Rene and Can- 
dance during the news conference held at Cape 
Canaveral following Carpenter’s return to the 
United States. 


.É 
LS =" 


THE PROJECT MERCURY ASTRONAUTS, selected in April 1959, are shown with an Atlas model. Left 
to right, seated, are Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom, M. Scott Carpenter, Donald K. “Deke” Slayton, and L. Gordon 
Cooper, Jr. Standing, left to right, are Alan B. Shepard, Jr., Walter M. Schirra, Jr., and John H. Glenn, Jr. 


Project Mercury is the first step in the manned space 
flight research program being conducted by the United 
States. Responsibility for the management of the project 
was assigned to Manned Spacecraft Center, then desig- 
nated Space Task Group, in October 1958, when that or- 
ganization was activated concurrent with the activation of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. 


Since that time more than 20 Mercury Spacecraft have 
been flown in almost as many tests, including suborbital 
space flights by Astronauts Shepard and Grissom and 
three-orbital flights by Astronauts Glenn and Carpenter. 


These tests have been conducted on a step-by-step basis 
with specific objectives assigned to each flight. MSC Di- 
rector, Robert R. Gilruth, said recently that perhaps the 
most direct and apt description of Project Mercury is that 
we are approaching the END OF THE BEGINNING. He 
pointed out that we are rapidly realizing the accomplish- 
ment of the “specification” mission, manned space flight 
and the determination of the ability of man to perform 
in space. 

Major accomplishments in the progress of Project Mer- 
cury include the following: 

e The development and expansion of management 
capability in the conduct of manned space flight research 
activity. 


© The selection and verification in flight of the design 
of the Mercury spacecraft. 

© The selection of a family of launch vehicles with which 
to carry on the flight program. 

© The development and expansion of industrial know- 
how and capacity for the design and manufacture of very 
complex spacecraft and related systems. 

© The progressive buildup of flight operations which 
has been drawn up and verified by the successive flights. 
This involved development of new launch capabilities and 
techniques. 

© The building of an earth-girdling tracking data col- 
lection and flight control network. 

© The development of a pool of trained space pilots— 
vitally important resources upon which can be built in 
support of the more ambitious flight undertakings of the 
follow-on programs—Projects Gemini and Apollo. 

All these factors are now proven. The experience 
gained can be utilized as Manned Spacecraft Center per- 
sonnel and their teammates in industry and other organiza- 
tions continue to the more complex problems offered as 
they strive to meet the challenge issued by President Ken- 
nedy on May 25, 1961. At that time he outlined a new 
national objective—manned landing on the moon and re- 
turn to the earth during this decade. The President out- 
lined this objective in a message to the Congress. 


CENTRIFUGE TRAIN- 
ING of the astronauts is 
conducted at the Johns- 
ville, Pa., Naval Air Sta- 
tion. This training pre- 
pares them, physically 
and psychologically, for 
the G-forces they encoun- 
ter at lift-off and during 
re-entry. The centrifuge 
at Johnsville is capable of 
activity which produces 
16 Gs, and can simulate 
the pressure, noises and 
acceleration of space 
flight in the gondola. In 
the case of Carpenter, at 
maximum performance, 
in the centrifuge, his nor- 
mal weight of 155 pounds 
would be increased to 
2,480 pounds. To date 
the G-forces encountered 
by the astronauts on Mer- 
cury missions have not 
approached this 16 G 
limit. Carpenter is seen 
at the left and below in 
the centrifuge and at 
lower left he is shown as 
he emerges from it fol- 
lowing a run. 


PHYSICAL TRAINING for the as- 
tronauts is a continuing program, 
one of the many necessary to 
guarantee their ability to with- 
stand the rigid pressures put 
upon them by centrifuge and 
other strenuous types of training. 

Carpenter is shown at the right 
working out on a trampoline, and 
below he is pictured with John 
Glenn on the beach at Cape Ca- 
naveral. Another favorite exer- 
cise of the Aurora 7 pilot is weight 
lifting and he strongly recom- 
mends it to young people as an 
excellent conditioner. 


Carpenter is shown on this page undergoing a series of de- 


manding medical examinations at the U.S. Naval School 
of Aviation Medicine at Pensacola, Fla. These tests illus- 
trate the thoroughness of physical tests all astronauts go 
through periodically. 


THE ASTRONAUTS 
egress through the top 
of the spacecraft after 
many of the tests they 
run. Carpenter is 
shown at the left as he 
egresses through the 
top after a test at Hang- 
ar S, and below he 
looks into the space- 
craft from other than 
a normal angle. These 
pictures give a good 
view of the small area 
which is available for 
the astronauts during 
top egress. 


WATER EGRESS training plays an important 
part in insuring the ultimate safety of the Project 
Mercury astronauts. In a recent egress training 
exercise Carpenter is shown, above, egressing 
from the top of the spacecraft after the flotation 
collar was attached; below, he is shown in his 
life-raft prior to the pickup; and at the right, he 
is shown being pulled up into the Marine heli- 
copter performing the recovery mission. This 
training proved invaluable to Carpenter follow- 
ing his orbital flight when he spent three hours 
in a raft awaiting recovery. 
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SCOTT CARPENTER was well 
prepared for his orbital mis- 
sion as a result of having re- 
cently served as backup pilot 
for John Glenn on the MA-6 
flight. At the top, the two are 
shown discussing results of a 
test; in the center, they are 
pictured at Pad 14; and at the 
left, they are seen in the White 
Room. 


5 
| 
} 
Ë 
: 


THE WHITE ROOM in 
Hangar S is an enclosed, 
electronically dust-fil- 
tered, humidity-con:- 
trolled, air-conditioned 
area in which extreme 
cleanliness of all surfaces 
and clothing is required 
in order to provide min- 
imum contamination of 
the spacecraft’s compo- 
nents. 

Above, Carpenter is 
shown in the white room 
with, left to right, backup 
pilot Walter Schirra, 
John Glenn, and an un- 
identified engineer as 
they check the results of 
a test. 

At the right, Carpenter 
peers into his Aurora 7 
spacecraft in the white 
room prior to entering it 
for another of the many 
tests each Project Mer- 
cury spacecraft is put 


through. 


LA 


- .. 
_ 
med 
-. _——… 
ne 
ER 
nn —— 
ee 


ADDITIONAL WHITE ROOM 
pictures show Carpenter at the 
upper left, discussing a prob- 
lem with Joe Schmitt, crew 
equipment specialist, before 
running a test, and above he 
is pictured after completion of 
the test. Atthe left, he exam- 
ines the honeycomb protective 
material on the main pressure 
bulkhead of his Aurora 7 
spacecraft. 


THE ASTRONAUT'S SUIT is constantly 
under observation to make certain that no 
deficiencies exist. Above, left to right, Dr. 
William K. Douglas, astronaut physician, 
Joe Schmitt, and Schirra make a final suit 
check before Carpenter”’s flight. Atthe left, 
Carpenter checks the wrist-lock as he talks 
to Douglas. 
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CONFERENCES PLAY AN IMPORTANT role in all of the Project Mercury flights. Carpenter is shown 
above during a Mission Planning Conference held by Associate Director Walter C. Williams in the E & O 
Building at Cape Canaveral. Left to right are Kenneth Kleinknecht, Williams, Christopher C. Kraft, Car- 
penter, and Robert Mercer. Below Carpenter and backup pilot Walter M. Schirra, Jr., are shown obviously 


enjoying a bit of levity injected at the close of a conference. 


PERFECT MATING OF the spacecraft 
and the launch vehicle are basic require- 
ments to the successful launching of 
Project Mercury flights. Above the Au- 
rora 7 spacecraft is seen as it is hoisted to 


the upper part of the gantry at Launch 
Pad 14 where it is to be mated with the 
Atlas 107D launch vehicle. At the right, 
the spacecraft is pictured as it is lowered 
into position. 


# 
à 
L »] 
" ° 
: on 
"HE 
\ 
: 
73 
af” 
. 
3 


Le 


ed 


MERCURY CON- 
TROL CENTER is 
the nerve center of 
all Project Mercury 
flights and it is here 
that all decisions are 
made relative to 
whether the flight 
shall go, and how 
many orbits will be 
made. Astronaut 
Scott Carpenter is 
shown, at the right, 
outside MCC after 
completing a simu- 
lated flight in the 
procedures trainer 
which is also located 
in the building. At 
the bottom left is 
Astronaut Virgil I. 
“Gus” Grissom who 
served as capsule 
communicator dur- 
ing the MA-7 mis- 
sion. At lower right 
is John Glenn, tech- 
nical adviser for the 


MA-7 flight. 


ose a = 


1 2:4 9:43 


CONTROL CENTER | 


D: 00 2:0 


s\ 


4 


à 


AURORA 7, the name chosen 
by Scott Carpenter for his 
spacecraft, has the finishing 
touches of its identification 
put on it by Cece Bibby. 
Miss Bibby is a Chrysler Cor- 
poration employee at Cape 
Canaveral. She is shown 
above explaining the design 
to Scott. She is the only 
American artist whose work 
has twice flown around the 
world on three-orbit mis- 
sions. 

At right, Carpenter peers 
into the interior of the space- 
craft prior to his insertion for 
his bhistoric orbital flight. 
This was to be his home, his 
vehicle, and his work for a 
number of hours ahead and 
an 81,090 mile trip in space. 
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DURING THE DAYS just prior to 
a Project Mercury mission the 
prime pilot spends most of his time 
in the crew quarters at Hangar S. 

In those quarters are located 
limited medical examining facil- 
ities, the suit room, a conference 
room, and a combination living 
room-bedroom. 

Carpenter is shown above, in 
the quarters, diseussing the oper- 
ation of the 35 mm camera he was 
to carry on the Mercury-Atlas 7 
mission with Dr. Robert Voas, As- 
tronaut Training Officer. Color, 
black and white, and infra red film 
were used to obtain a record of the 
pilot’s observations through the 
spacecraft window during the or- 
bital flight. 

At the left, a thoroughly relaxed 
Aurora 7 spacecraft pilot, along 
with John Glenn, finds something 
amusing as they check the flight 
plan. Glenn served as technical 
adviser to Carpenter and backup 
pilot Walter M. Schirra, Jr. 
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ADDITIONAL SCENES in the crew quar- 
ters shows Mercury Astronauts Carpenter 
and Glenn as they examine some new 
phonograph records which Carpenter re- 
ceived, and Carpenter during a study 
period. 

The crew quarters provides an excel- 
lent place for concentrated study due to 
the fact that s0 few people are authorized 
to enter that area. 

The study requirements on all the as- 
tronauts are great but those on the prime 
pilot and backup pilot are much heavier 
due to the fact that during a compara- 
tively short period of time they are re- 
quired to go through many training ex- 
ercises and tests as they prepare for the 
mission. 

In Carpenter’s case this was more 
condensed since he was named to replace 
Donald K. “Deke” Slayton as prime pilot 
in mid-March when it was determined 
that the latter had an irregular heart beat 
and a board of civilian cardiologists rec- 
ommended that he not fiy the mission. 


Scott Carpenter is shown at the left in 


the suit room in the crew quarters after 
being suited for his orbital mission. 
Above, he leaves the transfer van at 
Launch Pad 14, enroute to the gantry 
elevator and his ride up to the Aurora 7 
spacecraft. Below he is shown being 
assisted into the spacecraft. After being 
strapped into his couch he started mak- 
ing his final check of the many space- 
craft systems necessary to determining 
that everything was in a “GO” condition. 


The Aurora 7 spacecraft is shown floating in the Atlantic 
Ocean with the flotation collar around it. The flotation gear 
was attached by two paramedics who had been dropped to 
give Carpenter assistance if he needed it. 

Carpenter and the Aurora 7 splashed down into the At- 
lantic at 12:41 p.m. on May 24 about 250 miles down-range 


from the planned recovery area. It was 1:22 p.m. when a 


Navy P2V patrol plane, following a radio beacon signal 


from the spacecraft, spotted the spacecraft. 

The announcement that the spacecraft had been sighted 
was made from Mercury Control Center ky Public Affairs 
Officer John A. Powers, and he added “beside it was a life- 
raft, and a gentleman by the name of Carpenter in it.” 
This ended a 41-minute period of silence, during which time 
Carpenter’s well-being was in doubt. 

At 3:38 p.m. he was picked up by a helicopter and was 
taken to the aircraîft carrier Intrepid. The spacecraft was 
picked up later in the day by the USS Pierce and taken to 
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, after which it was flown to 
Cape Canaveral. 

At the left, Carpenter is shown aboard the Intrepid, talk- 
ing with President Kennedy. After the Chief Executive 
congratulated him on his trip and told him he looked for- 
ward to seeing him in Washington soon, Carpenter offered 
his apologies for “not having aimed a little bit better on 
re-entry.” 
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FOLLOWING HIS RETURN to Grand Turk Island, 
Carpenter underwent a 48-hour debriefing period. Dur- 
ing this time he spent hours relating his impressions 
during his space flight, and went into detail about every 
phase of the flight from liftoff through splashdown and 
his ensuing experiences in the raft while awaiting pickup 
by the helicopter. Two of the most avid listeners during 
this period are shown with Carpenter on this page. Atthe 
left, backup pilot Walter Schirra listens attentively as 
Scott describes his experiences. Below, Scott uses his arm 
to illustrate a point and John Glenn smiles in appreciation. 


DURING A TWO-HOUR BREAK in the debriefing 
period, Carpenter took advantage of the opportunity 
to participate in one of his favorite hobbies—skin 
diving. He is shown at the right as he arrived at the 
beach, followed by Glenn. Carpenter is shown below 
as he enters the plane prior to leaving Grand Turk. 
It was reported that nearly everyone on the island was 
present to see him take off and the usual bevy of 
cameramen are seen as they record the event. From 
this point on, through the ceremonies and honors 
which followed, he was constantly besieged by photog- 
raphers and other news media representatives. 


ASTRONAUT M. 
SCOTT CARPENTER, 
second American to 
fly an orbital mission, 
received a warm wel- 
come from his family 
at Patrick Air Force 
Base when he returned 
from Grand Turk Is- 
land. He ïs shown, 
above, as he leaves the 
plane to step into the 
open arms of his wife, 
Rene, and daughter 
Kristen. Seconds later 
he was reunited with 
his family at the right 
as he embraces Rene 
while Kristen and Can- 
dance close in on him. 
Another member of 
the family present at 
the airport to meet 
Scott was his mother, 
Mrs. Florence Carpen- 
ter, of Boulder, Colo. 
The two are pictured, 
upper right, shortly 
after his return. 


THOUSANDS OF CHEER- 
ING residents of Cocoa 
Beach and the surrounding 
area lined both sides of 


Highway AlLA from Patrick 
Air Force Base to within 
several miles of the south 
gate at Cape Canaveral. 
Scott is shown as he waved 
to his enthusiastic admirers. 
There were many signs in 


the area honoring Carpen- 
ter, several of which can be 
seen in the bottom photo. 
The crowd was estimated at 
about 30,000 persons. One 
of the motels along the route 
had built a stage and as the 
motorcade passed that por- 
tion of the parade route, a 
combo played ‘Yellow 
Bird,” Carpenter’s favorite 
tune. One sign, held by 
four young ladies, pro- 
claimed ‘4 Delicious Maine 
Lobsters  Salute Sailor 
Scott.” 


DURING CEREMONIES at Hangar S, NASA Ad- 
ministrator James E. Webb pinned the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Distin- 
guished Service Medal on Carpenter and MSC’s 
Associate Director Walter C. Williams, at left and 
below. At bottom, Carpenter is shown as he spoke 
briefly to the crowd of NASA and contractor em- 
ployees who had gathered to see and hear the 
returned astronaut. 


=" Arrival at Stapleton Field, Denver, Colorado 
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Meeting Old Friends in Boulder 


A Visit to Colorado re ersily 
* President Quigg | Newton and Wife 


ACTIVITIES AT FOLSOM 
STADIUM on Scott Carpenter 
Day in Boulder included a 
number of awards. Atthe top 
of the page at the left, Car- 
penter is shown speaking to the 
17,000 people who gathered at 
the University of Colorado sta- 
dium to seehim. Atlower left, 
Scott and Rene are shown just 
after they arrived at the sta- 
dium, and at lower right, Scott 
is shown as he faces the crowd. 

Pictured above is a closeup 
of a portion of the crowd which 
gave Carpenter a tremendous 
ovation as he arrived at the sta- 
dium and many more during 
the ceremonies. Atthe left, he 
holds aloft the University Rec- 
ognition Medal presented to 
him by President Quigg New- 
ton, shown at his left. 

Other phases of the cere- 
monies included the presenta- 
tion of a bachelor of science 
degree in aeronautical engi- 
neering with the accompanying 
announcement that Carpenter 
would officially be a member of 
the graduating class of 1962; a 
silver tray presented by Gover- 
nor Steve MeNichols “with pro- 
found appreciation of the peo- 
ple of Colorado ;” and a tea and 
coffee service on behalf of the 
citizens of Boulder presented 
by Mayor John Holloway. 
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A NEWS CONFERENCE was 
held at the Harvest House fol- 
lowing the ceremonies at Fol- 
som Stadium and the parade 
through downtown Boulder. 
Scott is pictured at left at that 
conference with Rene and 
John A. Powers, who served as 
moderator. 

During the conference one 
man arose and identified him- 
self as M. S. Carpenter of the 
Palmer Lake News. He said, 
“I have a question for my 
famous son.” 

At lower right, Carpenter 
answers one of the many ques- 
tions posed by the news media 
representatives during the 
hour-long session. 
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ASTRONAUT SCOTT 
CARPENTER and his 
family accepted Presi- 
dent Kennedy”’s invita- 
tion to visit him in 
Washington. They are 
shown at the right with 
the Chief Executive 
shortly after they ar- 
rived at the White 
House. Left to right 
are Rene, President 
Kennedy, Kristen, Car- 
penter, Scott, Can- 
dance, and Jay. Be- 
low, the President 
shakes Carpenter’s 
hand in farewell. 
MSC’s Associate Direc- 
tor, Walter C. Williams 
is seen at the right. 


NEW YORK CITY’S Mayor Robert Wagner fastens the city’s Gold Medal of Honor around the neck 
of Scott Carpenter at the Waldorf-Astoria. Left to right above, are former President Herbert Hoover, 
Associate MSC Director Walter C. Williams, Mayor Wagner, Carpener, Rene Carpenter, and former 
President Harry S Truman. Below are Mr. Hoover, Williams, who also received the Medal, Carpenter, 
and Mayor Wagner. 
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THE GRADUATING CLASS of 1962 at Boulder 
High School had as their commencement speaker 
Astronaut M. Scott Carpenter. He gave 313 mem- 
bers and crowd of 2,500 attending the exercises at 
Macky Auditorium some guidance for living. 

He said, “Nineteen years have passed since I 
experienced what you brand-new Boulder High 
graduates are experiencing tonight. During those 
19 years, I have traveled a great deal, I have seen 
many wondrous sights and I have met and known 
people from all walks of life. 

“, . . the world you enter, in case you’ve heard 
news to the contrary, is rich with promise. You 
really don’t know the riches that await you . . . you 
must go get them. This is where the ground rules 
come in. 

“Don't be impatient—all good things take time. 

“Be self-reliant . . . be true to yourselves. When 
you have decided what is right, then stick to it. 

“Continue and broaden your education at all 
costs, and above all—work at it. It should be the 
hardest work you ever do, and if it is, it will be 
the most rewarding. Don’t be taken in by the pop- 
ular fantasy that to study hard and to get good 
grades is just showing off. That is not true; on 
the contrary, it amounts to a pile of gold in your 
basement that will sustain you for the rest of your 
lives. 


“In this same light, remember that you have some 
very, very sharp competition. We are engaged now 
in a battle with another ideology for the minds of 
men, the effects of which may be felt for another 
1,000 years . . ” 


DURING COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES at the University of Colorado Astronaut M. Scott Carpenter, 
member of the graduating class, was flanked on the speakers platform by Mrs. Kathryn Hughes, Vice 
President of the Associated Alumni of the University of Colorado, and Professor Benjamin H. Spur- 
lock, Jr., marshal of the commencement. Mrs. Hughes presented the Norlin Medal, highest alumni 


recognition of the university, to Carpenter. 


Astronaut M. Scott Carpenter returned to the campus 
of the University of Colorado Friday, June 8, to walk at 
the head of a graduation processional to Folsom Stadium. 
Thirteen years earlier his class had marched without him 
to commencement exercises. 

In addition, he was one of three alumni to receive 
the Alumni Associations Norlin Award for outstanding 
achievement in his field. 

The 37-year-old astronaut had experienced his greatest 
setback in 1949 when he missed receiving his bachelor of 
science degree in aeronautical engineering because he 
failed to take a final examination in a heat transfer course. 

The University of Colorado made up for that omission 
by awarding him a B.S. degree on May 29, the final credits 
earned “by his contribution to space technology” through 
his work with the astronaut program and his three-orbit 
trip around the earth. 

Wearing the black cap and gown and the orange tas- 
sel displayed by all engineering degree candidates, Car- 
penter stood up with the other aeronautical graduates 
when ordered to do so by faculty marshal Benjamin H. 
Spurlock, Jr. 

The white-haired commencement marshal is the same 
man who flunked Carpenter in the heat transfer course in 
1949. He is the same man who speculated after Carpen- 
ter’s space flight on May 24 that the astronaut’s experi- 
ences during blastoff and reentry probably made him 
something of an authority on the subject of heat transfer. 


Carpenter stood and had his degree formally conferred 


on him with the rest of the engineering graduates, thus 
becoming an official member of the Class of 1962. 


The astronaut spoke briefly to the graduating class and 
the audience of more than 10,000 after receiving the 
Norlin Award. 


He said, “You have created a debt of gratitude in my 
heart that I can only try to repay through continued serv- 
ice to science and my country in the only way [ know 
how.” 

To his 1,800 fellow graduates he said, “T hope that we 
can become better acquainted at the reunion that will 
follow. However, I have been working on my degree for 
20 years so we must hurry.” 


He then quietly told his classmates, “I am very, very 
proud to be one of you.” 

Earlier that same day, Carpenter made a helicopter 
flight from Boulder to the Martin plant southwest of Den- 
ver for a brief ceremony honoring the makers of the Titan 
missile. 

About 4,000 workers and a number of state and city 
officials watched as he presented the company with the 
US. Treasury Department’s “T-flag” in recognition of 
participation in the U.S. Savings Bond program. 

Martin Company employees bought more than four- 
and-a-half millions of dollars worth of bonds last year and 
established a 94 percent participation record. 
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